officers were killed. Then the bulk of the army came
up. The penitent jirgas came in from all tribes with in
reach. This was a romantic adventure in this beautiful
valley, once the home of an extended GraecO'Bactrian
civilization. The countryside is full of Buddhist mona^
teries. Round the remains of these the British troops
were fighting. With the coming of Islam began the
downfall of the humanities. These gentle civilizations
gave way to the wild fanaticism of the savage tribes
Tribes that overran the civilized countryside. The
wealth of archaeological material is very great.

Another outbreak took place in the Peshawar Valley-
It astounded the Government, Almost due north of
Peshawar, across the Kabul River* stands the old Sikh
fort of Shabkadr. There had been some talks of distur-
bances in the Mohmand hills. The authorities neither
probed nor took notice of them. The tribes crossed the
border and attacked the fort. Fifty Border Military
Police held the post. And did so resolutely. Colonel
Woon was sent out to their aid. They marched by
night to the glow of the burning village* As the
troops approached, the Mohmands withdrew. The tired
column rested. They were soon hard'pressed by several
thousand hillmen. The tribal pressure was very severe.
So followed a wing of the 30th Punjabis. Most brilliant
cavalry actions took place. The squadrons scrambled
out of the broken and stony ground- They rode hell for
leather at the flank of the tribesmen with astounding
effect. The whole of the Mohmand line, over a mile
long* was broken and rolled up. They fled before the
relentless lance points. The battle was over. The
gasping infantry were able to draw breath* Pursuit was
out of the question. One could not see the Mohmands
heels from the dust.